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This book isa jewd! It iswritten by a manwho is quite
familiar with both medicine and theology. Dr. D. Martyn
Lloyd- Joneswastrained as a physcian, but early in his
career answered (what was for him) the higher cdl of
preaching the Word of God. He continued, however,
his interest in medicne with regular reading of the
medicd literature,

This book is a collection of talks mogly from 1969-
1974 with a few from earlier times. It was origindly
published by Christian Medica Fellowship (the British
counterpart to the Chrigtian Medical Society in the
United States), as The Doctor Himsdf and the
Human Condition. Until now, it had been difficuit to
obtain, Snce it was not avallable in this country.

Dr. Lloyd-Jones goes beyond most writers on medicine
and medicd ethics, not only because of his dud
background, but because his fundamenta commitment
isto the Scriptures, not to the "science”’ of medicine. His
ingght is keen and at times sobering.

The chapter, "The Supernaturd in Medicing," is one of
the best treatises anywhere on the inteface of
miraculous, supernaturd, and medicd heding. He
covers fdse dams of miracles, the probable cases of
true miraculous hedling, his understanding of the Biblica
principles for modern times, the redity of
psychosomatic and psychophysologic disease, the gft
of "hedings’ (I Cor. 12:9), and the so-called "prayer of
fath" that is supposed to guarantee heding. The book is
worth its price for this chapter aone.
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As he discusses the chapter, "The Doctor Himsdlf," he
states,

Men have lost the true concept of what
a living man is, and have taken to
thinking of themselves in terms of
possessions and success . . . Yet, surely
our true riches consists in peace of
conscience.

What a penetrating andyss that the "peace that passes
dl undergtanding” is the most important concept for the
"phyddan himsdf.”

An example from "Medicdine and Modern Society”
shatters physicians dams to speak to ethicd issues
from their satus as physcians done.

These problems which 1 have
mentioned - contraception, abortion,
euthanasia and the rest of them - are
not really medical problems but
theological problems pure and simple.
They are moral, ethical and ultimately
theological. What decides these issuesis
your view of man and of life, your view
of death, your opinion about what may
or may not happen after death.

| could wish tha more theologians and physicians
were of this opinion. Too often, theologians defer to
phydcans who are weak in theology or physdans
intimidete theologians who believe themsdves unable to
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understand medica issues. (Suchiswhat thisjournal is
about.)

The chapter, "Body, Mind and Spirit," is intriguing.
While he does not argue that man is ether bipartite or
tripartite, he does dissect out causes of "mentd illness’
that are truly organic, purdly spiritud, or likdy demonic.
It is not clear to me whether he believes that a purdy
psychologicd category exits He does dealy
recognize psychosomatic problems for which spiritud
counsdling is necessary. His indghts are vauable, but |
differ at some points. For example, he cdls Jay Adams
a "popularizer,” while | consder hm to be the most
solid theologian in the whole arena of Chrigians who
are involved in psychology and counsding. Also, | have
serious doubts that demonic "oppresson” occurs and
that demonic "possesson” can occur in Chrigians. He
clearly believes that these two entities exis.

Other chapters are:

- On Treating the Whole Man

- Will the Hospital Replace the Church?
- The Doctor as Counselor

- The Chrigtian and the State -- with Specid Reference
to Medicine

- The Making or Bregking of a Senior Resdent: A
Study of Stress

- Fullest Care
- Appendix: The Mora Law

| highly recommend this book. It is a must for dl who
are sioudy evauding the practice of medicine froma
Biblica perspective. It is a rare book that has so much
theologica substance on medica issues. While | do not
agree with Dr. Lloyd-Jones at every point and do not
think that he has applied needed Biblicd principles at
some points, | have deep respect for his theology and
ingghts. | do not reedily cast our disagreements aside,
but use themin the hope that God will continue to refine
usal in our understanding and gpplication of Histruth.
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